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when we tell them that an entire class
of human beings is not worthy of pro-
tection, when we deny human rights to
the most innocent and vulnerable hu-
mans among us? We have to do better.

To my Democratic colleagues, 1
would say, if we cannot act today to se-
cure justice and human rights for un-
born human beings, let’s at least stand
for the great American tradition of
freedom of conscience and protect the
rights of doctors and nurses who de-
cline to participate in abortions. Let’s
at least spare Americans who oppose
the taking of innocent human life from
having their tax dollars go to fund
abortions. At the very, very least, we
should be able to agree upon that.

As I said, I am saddened and dis-
heartened that a major political party
in this country made depriving unborn
human rights as their defining cause,
but their right to life will not be ig-
nored.

While Democratic leaders may deny
the humanity of the unborn, there are
a lot of Americans out there—a lot of
Americans—who recognize it. I have
faith that sooner or later this country
will live up to its founding promise and
the best of its tradition and extend the
protection of its laws to every human
being, born and unborn.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be allowed to
finish my remarks, roughly 10 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TEXAS LEGISLATURE

Mr. CORNYN. Well, just when you
think you have seen it all, Mr. Presi-
dent, something new happens here in
Washington, DC. All eyes are now on
DC’s newest asylum seekers, the mem-
bers of the Texas House of Representa-
tives, the Democratic Representatives.

But the only oppressive force that
these men and women are facing is the
expectation that they would actually
do their jobs in the Texas Legislature,
the job they campaigned for and were
elected to do.

Following unsuccessful attempts to
pass an election integrity bill during
the regular legislative session earlier
this year, Governor Abbott has now
called a special session for the Texas
Legislature to consider that and other
matters. That special session Kkicked
off last Thursday, but the chamber is
already being held hostage by a minor-
ity of house members who are unwill-
ing to do their job. The Democrats
raised concerns about the current draft
of the bill. Make no mistake. That is
why the legislative process actually ex-
ists. That is why it is important that
they be there and debate the issues and
actually vote on the bill. The purpose,
of course, is for all sides to be able to
debate, potentially amend, and vote on
legislation.

Yet, rather than do their jobs in
Texas, yesterday, house Democrats
abandoned both our State and the mil-
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lions of Texans whom they represent
and decamped to Washington, DC,
when they were faced with the prospect
of defeat. For better or for worse, the
legislative process is all about arith-
metic. You are not always going to win
every debate you are involved in. That
doesn’t mean you leave the State and
refuse to do your job, but that is ex-
actly what they did. They got on two
chartered jets—maskless and with at
least one case of light beer—to come to
Washington, DC.

The problem—and, really, what is so
sad—is I don’t think these legislators
realize the irony of the situation. They
are using their collective power as the
minority party to stop a bill they op-
pose from becoming law. While doing
so, they have come to Washington to
try to convince the President and Sen-
ate Democrats to nuke the very Senate
rule that protects the rights of the mi-
nority—in other words, you might say,
a filibuster for me but not for thee. As
a reminder, this is the second time
they have denied the legislature a
quorum this year.

I think it is pretty obvious that this
was nothing more than a political
stunt when these lawmakers skipped
town with no plan as to when they
would return to their jobs in Texas.
Frankly, the Governor, under the
Texas Constitution, can continue to
call as many special sessions as he
wishes and without limitation. So we
all know how this will end. They will
eventually go home. After the cameras
leave and after the press loses interest
in this political stunt, they will go
home, and they will participate in the
process.

It is telling that these Democrats in
this house of representatives chose to
race toward TV cameras in Washington
rather than present their arguments in
the legislature, and it is not without
some risk to them. I am advised that
they were on Federal property and re-
ferred to a website, which was actually
a fundraising site, for their efforts. We
all know there are limits—in fact,
strict limits—on any fundraising on
Federal property. So they may have
crossed a line, unwittingly or not.

This is simply an embarrassing dere-
liction of their duty and a shameful po-
litical stunt, as I said. They can’t win.
So they are doing the equivalent of ‘I
will take my ball and go home” or, in
this case, ‘I am simply running away.”’
Texans standing up to a fight is part of
who we are, even if you know, in the
end, you may not prevail. Instead, they
turned their backs, hopped on a private
jet, and ran from this fight.

Like our Democratic colleagues in
Congress, Texas State lawmakers have
tried to create a false choice between
voter access and election security. I
think it boils down to this: We should
be making it easier to vote and tougher
to cheat, plain and simple. It is dis-
ingenuous and downright false to claim
any effort to prevent fraud is a veiled
attempt at voter suppression. We know
that minority voters, voters of color,
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voted at unprecedented levels in the
2020 election.

In my State, we had 66 percent of
registered voters vote and the highest
levels in history of African-American
and Hispanic voters—so much for this
idea that, somehow, the people who
want to be able to vote can’t vote even
though we ordinarily have 2 weeks of
early voting before the general elec-
tion. We have mail-in ballots for people
who are disabled, who are over 65, or
who cannot—or otherwise will not—be
in town on election day. Of course, we
have election day voting as well. In
2020, we had 11.3 million Texans who
cast their ballots—as I said, 66 percent
of registered voters. The last time I
was on the ballot, in 2014, we had 4.8
million voters—4.8 to 11.3 in 6 years
alone. So believe me—there is robust
voter participation, and nothing the
Texas Legislature is considering will
deny people their legitimate right to
vote and ability to cast their votes,
and that is appropriate that they
should do so.

There are other additional items in
the Governor’s call for this special ses-
sion, including things like bail reform
and family violence prevention. Of
course, by fleeing town and coming to
Washington in this political stunt, the
Democratic house members are abdi-
cating their responsibility to deal with
these other issues as well. It is not just
about election law reform; it is about
these other issues like bail reform and
family violence prevention.

I believe firmly and am confident I
am in the majority of my constituents,
of my 29 million constituents, that
they actually expect us, when we run
for office and when we get elected, to
show up for our jobs and not take part
in a highly orchestrated and ethically
dubious act of political theater.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON ZEYA NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Zeya nomination?

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN), the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), and the
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”
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The result was announced—yeas 73,
nays 24, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 254 Ex.]

YEAS—T73

Baldwin Heinrich Romney
Bennet Hickenlooper Rosen
Blumenthal Hirono Rounds
Blunt Hyde-Smith Sanders
Booker Kaine Sasse
Brown Kelly Schatz
Cantroll Klomuch Schumer

antwe obuchar Scott (SC)
Capl'go Lea}py Shaheen
Cardin Lujan Sinema,
Carper Manchin .
Casey Markey Smith
Collins McConnell Stat{enow
Coons Menendez Sullivan
Cornyn Merkley Tester
Cortez Masto Moran Thune
Crapo Murkowski Toomey
Duckworth Murphy Van Hollen
Durbin Murray Warner
Feinstein Ossoff Warnock
Fischer Padilla Warren
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Graham Portman Wicker
Grassley Reed Wyden
Hassan Risch

NAYS—24
Barrasso Ernst Lummis
Blackburn Hagerty Marshall
Boozman Hawley Paul
Cassidy Hoeven Rubio
Cotton Johnson Scott (FL)
Cramer Kennedy Shelby
Cruz Lankford Tillis
Daines Lee Tuberville
NOT VOTING—3

Braun Inhofe Young

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LUJAN). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 63, Julie A.
Su, of California, to be Deputy Secretary of
Labor.

Charles E. Schumer, Patty Murray,
Jacky Rosen, John Hickenlooper,
Tammy Baldwin, Richard J. Durbin,
Richard Blumenthal, Kirsten E. Gilli-
brand, Raphael Warnock, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Chris Van Hollen, Martin Hein-
rich, Christopher Murphy, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Bernard Sanders, Jeff
Merkley, Margaret Wood Hassan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Julie A. Su, of California, to be Dep-
uty Secretary of Labor, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.
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Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN), the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), and the
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG)
would have voted ‘‘nay.”

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 255 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Cardin Leapy Sinema
Carper Lujan :
Casey Manchin g?;:ehn ow
Coons Markey Tester
Cortez Masto Menendez
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Warnock
Gillibrand Ossoff Warren
Hassan Padilla Whitehouse
Heinrich Peters Wyden
NAYS—47
Barrasso Graham Portman
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blunt Hagerty Romney
Boozman Hawley Rounds
Burr Hoeven Rubio
Capito Hyde-Smith Sasse
Cassidy Johnson Scott (FL)
Collins Kennedy
Cornyn Lankford S;ZYE;SC)
Cotton Lee Sullivan
Cramer Lummis
Crapo Marshall Thulne
Cruz McConnell Tillis
Daines Moran Toomey
Ernst Murkowski Tgbervﬂle
Fischer Paul Wicker
NOT VOTING—3
Braun Inhofe Young

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 50, the nays are 47.
The motion is agreed to.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Julie A. Su, of
California, to be Deputy Secretary of
Labor.

——
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:50 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. SINEMA).

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

Ms. HIRONO. Madam President, I
rise in strong support of the nomina-
tion of Julie Su to be Deputy Secretary
of the Department of Labor.

The U.S. Department of Labor is an
important Federal Agency, but amidst
a global pandemic that has left mil-
lions of Americans out of work, the De-
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partment’s mission takes on outsized
importance. The Department needs
leadership with deep experience,
knowledge, and a demonstrated ability
to successfully lead an organization.

Just as importantly, the Department
needs leadership with an understanding
of the unique challenges of this mo-
ment. As we are seeing with President
Biden, leadership does make a dif-
ference. At this critical time in our Na-
tion’s economic recovery, we must en-
sure the President has the team he
needs to move our country forward.
Julie Su is a key member of that team.
She is a highly qualified and proven
leader.

As California’s secretary of labor and
workforce development, Secretary Su
oversees and protects the workforce for
the State of California, the fifth larg-
est economy in the world. When you
add her work as an attorney and a non-
profit executive, she brings a wide mix
of experience to the table. Coupled
with a collaborative work style that
gives everyone a seat at the table, Sec-
retary Su has not only delivered on her
agency’s mission but has also improved
and transformed her agency.

Her success and effectiveness is best
summed up in the words of her own
staff at the agency she has led for more
than 7 years:

During Ms. Su’s seven years as California
Labor Commissioner, she remade the agency
in ways that many would have thought im-
possible.

She increased efficiency throughout the di-
vision and broke down departmental silos
that had stifled effective collaboration and
caused redundancy.

Moreover, under her leadership, the Labor
Commissioner’s office reworked its inves-
tigative bureau into a cutting edge labor en-
forcement team that dug deep into complex
cases that the Labor Commissioner’s office
had been previously unequipped to handle.

Complex, high quality investigations that
had previously been rare—if not unthink-
able—became standard operating procedure.

Secretary Su is an excellent man-
ager. Not only does she deliver results,
she invests in her own staff by pro-
viding them with the resources and en-
vironment they need to get the job
done. She builds diverse teams and
then empowers them to do their best
work—all while knowing who they are.
I mean this literally.

Again, in the words of her staff:

She was legendary for having learned the
names of every one of the more than 600 staff
within the Labor Commissioner’s office,
from secretarial support staff to investiga-
tors, deputies, and legal staff.

Julie Su will also bring diverse life
experiences to the Department. She is
the daughter of Chinese immigrants.
Her immigrant background shaped Sec-
retary Su personally and profes-
sionally. Her own lived experience of-
fered her insight into how segments of
our economy leave people behind or
even exclude them from experiencing
the benefits of economic growth and
opportunities.

Her professional career reflects this
life lesson as she has established a long
and distinguished record of fighting for
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